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ORDER REMANDING CASE

Before:
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On October 5, 2020 appellant, through her representative, timely filed an appeal from a
May 1, 2020 merit decision of the Office of Workers’ Compensation Programs (OWCP). The
Clerk of the Appellate Boards docketed the appeal as No. 21-0013.

On January 5, 2016 appellant, then a 52-year-old modified letter carrier, filed an
occupational disease claim (Form CA-2), alleging that factors of her federal employment caused
an emotional condition. OWCP denied the claim under OWCP File No. xxxxxx096 on
April 16, 2015. Appellant requested reconsideration and OWCP denied modification of the
April 16, 2015 decision on August 16, 2016, and November 30, 2017, finding that appellant had
not established that she sustained an emotional condition in the performance of duty.

In OWCP’s last merit decision, dated November 30, 2017, OWCP referenced appellant’s
prior claim in OWCP File No. xxxxxx373 regarding aggravation of a preexisting and accepted
emotional condition. It also referenced another prior claim by appellant in OWCP File No.
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xxXxxxx699. In referring to that claim, OWCP discussed various limited-duty positions offered to
appellant, who indicated that she accepted the assignments under protest. Appellant had alleged
that she suffered emotionally and financially from the modified work assignments.

Having duly considered the matter, the Board finds that the case is not in posture for a
decision. Under its procedures, OWCP has determined that cases should be administratively
combined when correct adjudication of the issues depends on frequent cross-reference between
files.? In the instant case, OWCP referenced appellant’s prior claims in File Nos. xxxxxx373 and
xxXxxxx699, and appellant alleged that her preexisting and accepted emotional condition was
aggravated. OWCP’s procedures provide for doubling of a claim when a new injury case is
reported for an employee who previously filed a claim for a similar condition or the same part of
the body, or where two or more separate injuries, not recurrences, have occurred on the same date.?

Therefore, for a full and fair adjudication, the case shall be remanded for OWCP to
administratively combine the present claim with appellant’s prior claims under File Nos.
xXxxxx373 and xxxxxx699. Following this and such other development as deemed necessary,
OWCP shall issue a de novo decision on appellant’s claim for compensation.

IT ISHEREBY ORDERED THAT the May 1, 2020 decision of the Office of Workers’
Compensation Programs be set aside and the case is remanded for further proceedings consistent
with this order of the Board.
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